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Richard C. Harwood is founder and president of The 
Harwood Institute for Public Innovation. Mr. Harwood, 
who has been called "one of the great thinkers in 
American public life," has criss-crossed the United 
States listening to our national story and seeking to 
better understand the essence of changes in the public 
realm and our public challenges. Through a series of 
innovative projects, Mr. Harwood has worked on the 
nation's toughest issues. He launched The Harwood 
Group in 1988, at the age of 27; he continues to lead 
The Harwood Institute with his vision for what American 
society and citizenship should be, and his ideas for how to get us there.  

Mr. Harwood is a frequent commentator and contributor on national and 
syndicated television, newspapers, radio and web sites, including MSNBC, the 
Christian Science Monitor, CNN's Inside Politics, The Jim Bohannon Show, 
Special Report with Brit Hume, and C-SPAN, as well as on Dallas, Wisconsin, 
New Hampshire and National Public Radio, where he has been the featured 
guest on Talk of the Nation. In October of 1999, Mr. Harwood was a featured 
speaker along with Colin Powell and Doris Kearns Goodwin at the White House 
Fellows 35th Anniversary Program and he has participated on a panel hosted by 
Charles Ogletree, Jr. in New York. Mr. Harwood is also a faculty member of the 
Public Affairs Institute.  

Mr. Harwood's past experience includes service on the policy staffs of U.S. 
presidential and congressional election campaigns and as director of issues 
research for Public Agenda. Mr. Harwood has also traveled in the former Soviet 
Union to consult with mayors and non-governmental organizations on more 
effective governance. In 1982, Mr. Harwood received his B.A. in Political 
Economy from Skidmore College. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa and was a 
Harry S Truman Scholar. He received his M.A. in Public Affairs from Princeton 
University's Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. Mr. 
Harwood resides in Bethesda, Maryland with his wife Jackie and their two 
children, Emily and Jonathan.   

 


	Richard C. Harwood

